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450 LAST YEAR OF THE REBELLION. [Jouy,
and fifth corps scarcely fifty. General Gregg, with the cav-
alry, had a smart engagement with the enemy upon our extreme
left, but without any decisive result. At eleven o’clock, General
Meade returned to the headquarters of the Army of the Poto-
mac. General Burnside, at a later hour, retired to his own
headquarters in the rear, sorrow-stricken by the contemplation
of the deplorable result. At two o’clock all was over, and
such of our men as could withdraw from the crater had re-
turned to ‘the lines. It was especially Ecn&wwmum to feel that
his own plan m_,m..._.._.smoP which had promised a magnificent -
victory, should ‘have been set aside at the last moment, and
another substituted which eventuated in signal disaster and
defeat. ..

TR

NOTE.

General Meade performed an act of justice to Lieutenant Colonel Pleas-
ants by issuing, on the 5th of August, the following general order :

“ The commanding general takes great pleasure in acknowledging the val-
uable services rendered by Lieutenant Colonel Henry Pleasants, 48th regi-
ment Pennsylvania Veteran Volunteers, and the officers and men of his
command, in the excavation of the mine which was successfully exploded on
the morninig of the 80th ult., under one of the enemy’s batteries in front of
the second division of the Ninth Army Corps. The skill displayed in the
laying out and construction of the mine reflects great credit upon Lieuten-
ant Colonel Pleasants, the officer in charge, and the willing endurance by
the officers and men of the regiment of the extraordinary labor and Tatigue
involved in the prosecution of the work to completion are worthy of the
highest praise.” '

How great an encouragement would have been such a recognition’ while
the mine was in progress! But instead of recognition, Lieutenant Colonel |
Pleasants had nothing but ridicule at the headquarters of the army,

b

i

INQUIRY AND INVESTIGATION,

CHAPTER VI.
INQUIRY AND INVESTIGATION.

HE battle of July 80th naturally caused considerable dis-
cussion in and out of the army, and the circumstances of the
case demanded a complete investigation of the causes of the
disaster. General Meade was highly incensed by the language
of General Burnside, in reply to the imperative demand for in-
formation respecting the obstacles in the way of gaining the
crest. He was also displeased with his silence in regard to the
events which took place subsequently to the suspension of hos-
tilities. ~ Accordingly, on the 3d of August, he preferred
charges against General Burnside, intending to try him by
court martial. e also requested General Grant to relieve the
offending officer from duty with the Army of the Potomac.
These charges were for *“disobedience of orders” and * conduct
prejudicial to good order and military discipline.” The specifica~
tions of the first charge were, for failure in communicating infor-
mation and neglect in relieving the_eighteenth corps. That of
the second was, for addressing to General Meade the despatch
to which allusion has already been made. General Grant con-
sidered these charges so frivolous that he refused to order the
“court, and thus that matter dropped.
General Meade, however, was not disposed to allow the case
to subside. He therefore immediately ordered a court of in-
quiry to examine the whole subject. The court met and de-
cided that it could not proceed without the authority of the
President. The matter was then referred to Washington, and
the court was legalized by the authorities there. It was com-
posed of General Hancock, commander of the second corps, #
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General Ayres, who commanded a division in the fifth corps,
and General Miles, who commanded a brigade in the seeond
corps. These gentlemen were officers in the supporting corps
on the day of battle. Colonel Schriver, inspector general at
General Meade’s headquarters, was the Jjudge advocate of the
court. This body convened on the 6th of August, and con-
tinued in sesgion, at different times, until the 9th of Septem-
ber. General Hancock presided at its deliberations, and is
understood to have objected to the character of its composition.
General Burnside made a formal protest to the Secretary of
War against the constitution of the court, on the ground that
the officers composing it held commands in the supporting col-
umns, which were not brought into action on the 80th of July,
and that the judge advocate was a member of General Meade’s
staff.  He felt that he had a right to ask that, if an investiga-
tion were made, it should be by officers who did not belong to
the Army of the Potomac, and were not selected by General
Meade. He did not shrink from investigation, but desired that
it should be removed from even a suspicion of partiality. My,
Stanton did not perceive the foree of the objection, and assured
General Burnside that he might feel entire confidence in the
fairness and justice of the President in reviewing the case. “ The
action of the board of inquiry,” said M. Stanton, * will be
merely to collect facts for the President’s information.” The
court, in accordance with the order, proceeded to investigate
the matter, and on the seventeenth day of its session, delivered

its decision. It becomes necessary to examine the ¢ finding ”

and “ opinion ™ which were expressed, and the testimony upon

which they were based. .

The court declared the causes of failure to be * the injudi-
cious formation of the troops in going forward, the movement
being mainly by flank instead of extended front ;7 “the halt-
ing of the troops in the crater instead of going forward to the
crest ;” ““ no proper employment of engineer officers and work-
ing parties and of materials for their use;” an improper direc-
tion of some parts of the assaulting columns, and * the want
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of a competent common head at the scene of the mmmpi.r.no di-
rect affairs as occurrences shotld demand.” The opinion of
the court was, that the * following named officers were wums._.a-.-
able for the want of success : Major General A. E. Burnside,
Brigadier General J. H. Ledlie, Brigadier General Edward
Ferrero, Colonel Z. R. Bliss, and Brigadier General O..d.
Willcox.” General Burnside was answerable because he failed
to obey the orders of the commanding general. ¢ H.. In bo.n
giving such formation to his assaulting columns as to insure @
reasonable prospect of success; 2. In not preparing his pers-
pets and abatis for the passage of the columns of sm.mwﬁ—n“
‘8. In not employing engineer officers, who Ewoﬁmg to him, to
lead the assaulting columns with working parties, and Bo._.. caus-
ing to be provided proper materials necessary for Gis g the
crest ; 4. In neglecting to execute Major General a.c_wma 8 or-
ders, respecting the prompt advance of General Ledlie’s troops.
from the crater to the crest; or, in default of moa.bEmn_me_m
that, not causing those troops to fall back mﬁa give place nm
others, instead of delaying until the opportunity _:.;.mam away.
General Ledlie was answerable because he * failed to push
forward his division promptly, according to orders, thereby
blocking up the avenue which was &mmmmzmm. for the passage
of” the supporting troops; and also because, instead o.m _u.m:um
with his division in the erater, * he was E..“_mﬂ .om the time mn a
bomb proof ten rods in the rear of the main line of n_”.-m Ninth
Corps.” General Ferrero was answerable .—vmnm.:.g his troops
were not ready for the attack at the prescribed time, because
he did not go with them to the attack, pm:_ because he was
¢ habitually in a bomb proof.” Colonel Bliss was ubmﬁowma_.m
because * he remained behind with the .ou_w regiment of his
brigade which did not go forward according to the oﬁwmnm nbm
occupied a position where he could not see %-E».EE going on.
General Willcox was answerable because he did not exercise
sufficient energy in causing his ‘troops to m_u.mc.p.ﬁma to Cem-
etery Hill. The court also expressed mra opinion in language,
the severity of which is but partially disguised in its softness,

._ ,%m



454 LABT YEAR OF THE REBELLION. [Avgust,
that “ explicit orders should have been sgiven, assigni
officer to the command of all the troops FﬂMMMMn“.mM o n"w“
the assault, when the commanding general was not wnm_.“m_now in
vm%cn to witness the operations.”

o support this finding and opinion, the co amined
Generals Grant, Meade, wEﬁuEm.v ﬁ‘nuh.o:, HHEPMW_.M“”BMM&
Hunt, Potter, Willeox, Ferrero, Griffin, Hartranft, Mott, VEE.

Ayres, and a number of other inferior officers. But no oaaﬁ._“
on a.mmum..w_ Burnside’s staff were brought before the court to
ﬁmmﬁw in zzw case.* It is singular to observe how inconclu-
Muhwwm.ﬁrm opinion of the court follows from the testimony ad-
) m_qm:.mg_ Meade, testifying in his own behalf, was strangel
inconsistent with himself in the evidence which he om%maw
He submitted to mrm court his orders on the day of ?...Eo.
some of which have already been quoted, and by which it &m._.
tinetly appears that he directed every moment that was made
,H.rm substance of his testimony in other respects was, that ?h
disapproved of the location of the mine and General w“ﬁn&mm.u
plan of attack ; that he had one or more staff officers at Gen-
eral Burnside’s headquarters in the front; that he learned, be-
fore eight o’clock in the morning, that General m._.mmmu.rua
made an attack on the right of the crater and had been repulsed ;
that the first positive information which he received that n_us.o,

was any enemy in front or * present” was not before nine

o’clock in the morning ; that he had ordered the troops with-
drawn whenever that could be done with seourity ; that, sub-
sequently to the battle, he remairied in “ total ignorance o.*. an

mm..»rau transactions until about six or seven o’clock in the 3%

ning ;7 that he did not go forward to the front to witness the

action at any time ; and that, in fine, he had * been groping in
the dark since the commencement of the attack.” Comment
upon such testimony is wholly needless.

e

-

* It was stated at the time that _E._m staff officer .
8 expected to testify we ;
But they were ready to go before the court previous to its final P&quu.ﬂu”u_ﬂ:

e
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The testimony of General Burnside and that of his division
“and brigade commanders, is positive in relation to. the fidelity
 that was manifested by the commander of the Nirth Corps, in
. his endeavors to execute the commands of General Meade.
~ The formation of his assaulting column must have been deter-
mined by the officers having the immediate direction of the at-
- tack, and must have been influenced by the condition of the
_ground. That the troops marched by the flank, instead of an

~ extended front, must have been due to other causes than the

" failure of General Burnside to obey the orders of General
Meade. General Burnside's battle order to his division officers,
through whom alone it could be executed, was as clear as Gen-
eral Meade’s order to him. Surely, General Burnside was not
responsible for the failure of any subordinate dfficer to obey his
orders, any more than General Meade would have been, in
case of neglect on the part of any of his corps commanders. A
comparison of the two battle orders shows that General Burn-
side did all that was possible to carry out the wishes of his
chief.. Indeed, the formation was not altogether by the flank.
, General Hartranft testified that he formed his command,
which was immediately in rear of the first division, in one or
two regiments front.” He * put two small regiments tagether.”
General Hartranft was a capital officer, and it was General .
Burnside’s misfortune that as good an officer was not in com~
mand of the first division.

The second point which the court made, in regard to the
preparation for the passage of the assaulting columns, was not
well taken. The testimony shows that there was no particular
necessity for the leveling of the parapets. -The abatis was so
much cut up by the enemy’s fire as to offer but little obstruc-
tion to the advance. General Willcox declared that “what
was left of it when his division passed over was no obstacle
whatever.” The evidence is positive upon that point, and the
delay of the troops in passing out of the lines was very bfief.

| * Captain Farquhar, the chief engineer of the eighteenth corps,

testified that * there seemed to be room enough at” his * sali-
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ent to pass over, certainly in regimental front.”
L]

a8 not practicable for artillery. Moreover s
1

4 greater number

. ...E_.m third point which the Court
M:F m “not causing to be provi
or crowning the crest,” ig entirely discrepant with the testi

sti-

General Burnside i

‘ testified, that an engj i

Hbm detailed for wm&a division of his corps ?:u.w_nmmw regiment.
the neceasary toSls for ’ Y equipped with

that hi i i
18 regiment of engineers was immediately in the nej

the w
Vel H.MMWM “w“.m ﬂ“_._m passage of field batteries, in case the forward
i e nMaommmmb ; _“rmﬂ axes, spades and picks were pro-
oo mMa:a de frise on the enemy’s lines for two or
Wty Mmﬂw s was ._.:.cwmu down. General Griffin testi-
ﬂooww. HS:.E.. - in his vzmmmmm pioneer corps with the proper '
o w?mmw_ar tandall testified, that he thought he saw Wrm
btk . pmwm”.a near ﬂr.w onmﬂm? equipped with shovels and
i B S stimony d.qrav. it is presumed the Court relied
e _m nion, was indecisive in its character. The wit-
i iﬁ:&ﬁ Duane and Lieutenant Beuyaurd, T, the
e C,: o ler any working parties accompanied the troops
-y irmﬂrmamnmiﬁmm, that he did not know ; neither did he
e Hw i .M.q um.oﬁ any arrangements were made “for facilita-
oL 8 :o_ of the troops from our lines, and their passa
G mw.w%%mumwmg.: Lieutenant Beuyaurd was aanéma
m.w_a s _mep _N id not know that there were working m.up_.naw
1 b m” ﬁﬂ.m. columns, nor that there were any prepara-
sl M. _“qm% of oczmn.:am. gabions, picks, shovels, axes
ke + These s&&.:... Inconelusive statements were al-
0 outweigh the positive testimony offered on the other

.
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gide. It is true, that General Burnside did not employ the
engineer officer who was sent to him, for the simple reason that
he preferred his own judgment. .

The fourth point which the court made, in regard to the
alleged neglect in executing General Meade’s orders, to push
forward General Ledlie’s troops from the crater to the crest, is
not supported by any testimony that was offered. On the
contrary, Surgeon Chubb testified, that General Ledlie received
orders in his hearing, *to move his troops forward from where
they were then lying,” and that General Ledlie “frequently
gent up aides to have them moved forward.” Surely it could
not have been expected, that General Burnside should assumée
in person the direction of General Ledlie’s division. In fact,
the court in censuring General Ledlie based its condemnation
of that officer upon his neglect to report the condition of affairs
to his commander. Thus General Burnside was censured for
not sending General Ledlie’s troops forward, and General Led-
lie was censured for failing o give the information upon which
General Burnside was expected to act. A gain, General Burn-
side was considered answerable for the failure, because he did
not withdraw Geeneral Ledlie’s troops in order to give place to
others. But it was manifestly impossible to withdraw the
troops, while General Meade was continually ordering them
forward. The opinion of the court, therefore, so far as Gen-
eral Burnside was concerned, fails in every point to correspond
with the testimony. .

Greneral Ledlie was undoubtedly in fault for not accompany-
ing his division, and pushing it forward according to orders.
He declares, that at the time he was suffering from illness,
But, if such were the case he should have asked to be relieved,
that some other more eofficient officer might direct his troops.
No objection, therefore, can be made to the opinion of the court
in hiscase. It is but fair, however, that General Ledlie should
be heard in his own defence. In a letter to the Army and
Navy Journal of March 18, 1865—after reciting Lieutenant
Colonel Loring’s evidence befora the Committee of Congress, to

58
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Captain Pell, who was sent by General ﬂ:ﬁ.ﬁ&a to Qauonﬂ._
Ferrero, did not upon any occasion find him in a VQEr-?.oﬂ ]
and Lieutenant Colonel Ross of the 31st oomonoa troops spoke
to General Ferrero on the field and saw him oroazum._on _HE
men. Surgeon Prince of the 36th E.pmmanw:mmﬁﬁ and névamﬁ
Dimock deposed to the same effect. ﬂwrmﬁrmw these affidavits
are to be believed, in contradiction to the opinion of the court,
must be left to the judgment of the reader. .H_umum was w;mn
one witness in regard to the conduct of Colonel _w_su“ and his
testimony was, as expressed in his own aoa.mm, _wwpﬁ ¢ Ochu.m_
Bliss remained with the last regiment of his ,U_._mmmo. and mwm
not go forward at all to”” his “knowledge.” The testimony in
regard to General Willcox’s*want of vuoEmgamm was .o.m _,.rw
most general character and related to the aaos.mmmm oem.munon o
. all the troops in and about the erater—no mention being made
of any neglect on the part of General ﬁw._zacu himself. .

From a careful examination of the testimony ub..u a mouﬁmﬁr
ation of its e parte character, from the _umnc.t constitution of nmua
court, and the circumstances connected s:nr. the mn._w._mnﬂ.cm .:ﬁ
~ inquiry, the fairest conclusion to be _.mwo.ram is, that its * opin-
jon” is of little authority. On one point, HE.momP the court
may be considered to have formed an equitable judgment. H.rwn
is its intimation of the want of a competent head upon »rm. im-
mediate scene of action. General Burnside was not permitted
to exercise the ‘“prerogative” of the commanding m.m._wmnﬁ of
the army—had even been rebuked upon the mere suspicion u_u”».
he had any design to do so—and Qoﬁmn_wﬁ Meade moam.w:n the
battle by telegraph, all the while, to use his own words, :m-....mmml
ing in the dark from the commencement of the attack. ' He
might as well have been twenty miles away. When it _“___ﬁm
suggested by General Warren, he nm?mm.m to go forward where
he could see and know what was doing in the front. = His rea-
gon for declining was, that his position had been taken and was
within telegraphic communication .om all the corps, and _.&mno“.
fore, there was no necessity for going to the .?o:r ﬁﬂrw no
then have remained at his own headquarters instead of visiting

the effect that the first division moved with promptness, but
that the troops in going into the crater could not maintain their
organization, and that he reported the fact to the division com-
mander—General Ledlie proceeds: ¢ On receiving the report
from Colonel Loring, I immediately issued the proper orders,
and took the necessary steps for relieving the confused condition
of the division. T am perfectly willing that the record of my
conduct should stand upon this sworn statement made by Colo-
nel Loring, with the simple addition of the fact that my life was
saved on that occasion only because the ball which struck my
person had not force enough to penetrate my watch. T was
stunned and temporarily injured by the force of the ball, and
then, for the first time, retired to regimental headquarters,
which were being used as a hospital. 1 stayed there but a few
minutes, and then returned to my post, where T remained until
we received orders to withdraw.” _
General Ferrero absolutely denied the declaration of the
court, that he was in a bomb-proof during the action. Sur-
geon Chubb’s testimony was, that General Ferrero went out of
the bomb-proof after he received the order to move his troops
forward, and that he returned to it subsequently to their repulse.
Surgeon Smith’s testimony was, that General Ferrero was in
front of the bomb-proof at the time his division charged, that
he accompanied his troops to the front when they left, and re-
turned at the time they came back. After the opinion of the
court was made public, General Ferrero procured affidavits
from Brevet Major Hicks, Captains F. R, W arner, W.W. Tyson
and A. F. Walcott and Lieutenant Mowry, memberd®of his staff,
who positively swore that General Ferrero was not in & Bomb-
proof at any time during the action of July 80th, but was on the
field, and within ten paces of his command. Lieutenant Golo-
nel Loring, who delivered to General Ferrero the order to ad-
vance and who saw him frequently through the day, deposed
that he-was standing in the front line at the time of the delivery
of the order ; that he did not see Geeneral Ferrero in a bomb-
proof at any time, and did not believe that he was in oe.
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those of the Ninth Corps? Such a reason could avail in no
way to excuse his fighting a battle, without seeing a single
soldier who was engaged. Did ever a great captain direct an
action so ? . _

The Committee on the Conduct of the War also made an in-
vestigation and report concerning this unfortunate transaction.
The committee met, at different times, from December 1Tth,
1864, to January 16th, 1865, The principal witnesses who
had. been before the court of inquiry were also examined by
the committee. Besides these, Lieutenant Colonels Loring and
Van Buren, of General Burnside’s staff, and Lieutenant Clolonel
Pleasants added their testimony. The evidence was more com-
plete and clear than that offered before the court. The officers
expressed their opinions with greater freedom, and the ques-
tions which were put by the committee were more thorough
and searching in their character. General Meade’s testimony,
which has already been commented upon, was somewhat con-
tradictory to itself in different parts. General Grant’s evi-
dence contained a very remarkable admission. He said, “I
came to the south side of the river before the explosion took
place, and remained with General Meade until probably a half
or three-quarters of an hour after the springing of the mine.
I then rode down to front; that is, I rode down as far as I
could on horseback, and went through to the front on foot. I
there found that we had lost the opportunity which had been
given us.”  This statement deserves something more than a
passing consideration. General Grant, by his own showing,
must have been at the front as early assix o’clock. At that

time, he considered that the opportunity had passed. He had
the supreme control. The query now arises, Why did he not
order the troops to be withdrawn? That would seem to have
been his imperative duty. Yet the fact remains that the troops
-, were permitted to go forward under General Meade’s orders,
“to crowd into the crater, and to remain there at least three
hours subsequent to the time when, in General Grant’s Jjudg-
ment, the opportanity of vietory was lost. Greneral Grant was
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ially severe upon Greneral Ledlie, whom he was &mﬂom.a_m_ to
Hﬂwﬂﬂwuﬂaomaw w_wmﬁmumio for the failure. He Ewn.nm.m himself
for allowing General Burnside to put General .H_m&rm. in charge
of the assaulting column. . It is evident from his testimony and
from that of General Meade, that the subject of employing the

colored troops to lead the attack was not properly ?.om.munmm to
his mind. Inone breath he approves General Meade's order,
and in another he declares that the attack would probably have
d, if made by the colored division.
m:o@nmﬂﬂww Warren m.qu it as his opinion that * z:w..a mrcc_E
have been two independent columns, to have rushed in imme-
diately after the explosion of the Emsmq. and to mpﬁm,mdwmﬁﬁ A.Hoib
the enemy's lines right and left, clearing away all Em.ﬁ.s:mw%
and infantry by attacking in the flank and rear. This ioﬁm.m
have allowed the main column to have mo_mcﬁmm on to the main
crest rapidly and without molestation.” The failure was caused
by the delay of the attacking column to Eugwuaa to the Cem-
etery hill. The testimony before the nomE.ESmm, 88 well as
that before the court, was positive and &9:.. in regard to Gen-
eral Burnside’s repeated directions to his m:;m.cn.u ooEEB.ﬁmqm
to send their troops forward to the crest. .H.Hm evidently did all
that could be done, except leading them in person beyond the
crater. That was a task which he could hardly have rm.au ex-
.any one to perform. )
g%ﬁm Wmﬁﬁ-awmnom. &HSM a review of the Emmnwouw. __m:.u a careful
recital of the facts, express their opinion in A.?Em:m terms.
« In conclusion,” they say, * the cause of ﬁwo disastrous result
of the assault of the 30th of July last is mainly attributable to
the fact, that the plans and suggestions of the mmnmmuu_. who had
devoted his attention for so long a time to the mc._u._oor ﬂrn_ rmﬂ
carried out to so successful completion the project of mining
the enemy’s works, and who had aﬁ.m?:w gelected and drilled
his troops, for the purpose of securing whatever _.aa_qwunmmm
might be attainable from the explosion of the mine, mw..cc
have been so entirely disregarded by a general who had mﬂ_wn.mm
no faith in the successful prosecution of that work, had aided
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it rw‘ no countenance or open approval, and had assumed the
entire direction and control only when it was completed, and
the time had come for reaping any advantage that might be
derived from it.” This report was submitted to the Senate on
the 6th of February, 1865, and was ordered to be printed.,
With its conclusions, rather than with the opinion.of the-court
of inquiry, a fair and impartial mind will be likely to agree.

CHAPTER VII.

THE BEGINNING OF THE END.

OR the next few weeks after the explosion of the mine
the two opposing armies in front of Petersburg lay in
comparative quiet. General Lee had detached a force in the
early part of July to make a diversion by way of the Shenan-
doah valley upon Maryland. To meet and counteract this
movement General Grant despatched the sixth corps from the
Army of the Potomac to Washington and its neighborhood.
The ninteenth corps, opportunely arriving from the South, was
also sent in that direction, On the Tth of August, General
Sheridan was appointed to the command of the forces in that
quarter and soon afterwards inaugurated a very brilliant cam-
paign in the Shenandoah valley, the details of which do not

properly come within the province of this narrative.

On the 13th of August General Burnside was granted leave
of absence from the Ninth Corps, and immediately left the army
for his home in Providence. He was not again called into
active service during the continuance of the war. Mr. Lin-
coln refused to accept his resignation, awaiting some oppor-
tunity for sending him again into the field. Immediately be-
fore the accession of Mr. Johnson to the presidential chair the
resignation was once more tendered and was accepted by the
new President on the 15th of April. After the close of the war,
General Burnside engaged in business in New York and at the
West. In the spring of 1866, the people of Rhode Island de-
manded an opportunity of expressing their approval of the




